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Dearly beloved, we are gathered together here in the sight of God to join together this man and this woman in the holy estate of matrimony.

Marriage is a promise made in the hearts of two people who love each other, which takes a lifetime to fulfill.  With in the circle of it’s love, marriage encompasses all of life’s most important relationships.

A wife and a husband are each other’s lover, teacher, listener, critic, but most of all they are each other’s best friends. Remember, marriage is a gift from God, given to us so that we might experience the joys of unconditional love with a life long partner.  God designed a marriage to be an intimate relationship between two people – mentally physically and spiritually 
It’s a union like non other, a union where in time you both know intuitive3ly what the other is thinking and going to say.  It’s a union based on love, filled with it’s ups and downs peaks and valleys. 

The trick to making a marriage last a life time, is to always look for the good qualities in your mate, and remembering to forgive your mate of the bad ones.  It’s easy to see the bad things in times of stress, and in the heat of an argument.  It’s even easier; to use them as weapons of war.  But if you truly want your marriage to work, practice seeing the good qualities, and those things about your both that brought you to this moment in time here today before God, and your family and friends on this your wedding day.

If you ask those who’ve been married a long time what makes it work, there always three answers that seem to stand out the most.  And they are:  TRUST, FRIENDSHIP AND LOVE.  Yes, marriage is about trust and friendship it’s also about having a partner to share all that life has to offer.  It’s a commitment to participate in a process of mutual understanding and forgiving.  It’s indeed a sacred union to be treated with reverence and with respect.  

And with that being said, Mario, and Courtney, do you both come here today to be wed of your own volition and of your own free will?   WE DO.

At this time, will you both turn and face one another as I would like to share with you what a bride’s mother once wrote for her daughter on her wedding day.  It’s called the Blessing of the Hands.  
Courtney Please take Mario’s hands and hold them palm up in yours so that you may see what a blessing they are to you now.

Courtney, these are the hands of your best friend, they are young and strong and vibrant with love, that are holding yours on your wedding day, as he promises to love you all the days of his life.
These are the hands that will work along side yours as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, as you share your innermost secrets and dreams.  These are the hands that will work long hours for you to build your new home.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years for a lifetime of happiness.  These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes; tears of sorrow and tears of joy much as they are today.  These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, and hold you when you are afraid.  
These are the hands that will tenderly lift your chin and brush your cheek as they raise your face to look into his eyes,  eyes that are filled completely with his overwhelming love and desire solely for you and no other.

Mario, will you now take Courtney’s hands and hold them palm up in yours so that you too may see what a true gift God has given you on this your wedding day.

Mario, these are the hands of your best friend, they are smooth young and carefree, that are holding yours on your wedding day.  Soon she will be pledging her love and commitment to you all the days of her life also.

These are the hands that will massage the tension from your neck and back in the evenings after you’ve both had a long day – if you ask her nicely that is.

These are the hands that will hold you tight as you struggle through difficult times together.  These are the hands that will comfort you when you are sick, or console you when you are grieving.  These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years for a lifetime of happiness. 

These are the hands will hold you in joy and excitement and hope.  These are the hands that will give you support when you need it the most as she encourages you to chase down your dreams.  These are the hands that will give you strength when you feel weak, love when you are afraid, and hope when you are discouraged.

And lastly these are the hands that even when wrinkled with time and age, will still be reaching for yours still giving you the same unspoken tenderness they are today for these are the hands of true love.  May you both love the special touch from these special pairs of hands now and for evermore.

Let us pray:  Father, remind this couple how special these hands are may they never loose that special touch and tenderness that they feel for one another this day this we pray in your name Amen.
Promises: 

At this time, Mario, will you repeat after me sir:

Courtney, I’ve been blessed to know you.

It thank God for bringing you into my life

I choose you this day to be my wife and my best friend.

You’ve given me more to love than words could ever express.

I commit myself to you and you alone

I promise you my unconditional love 

I give you my unwavering trust

Today I promise to love you and provide for you 

All the days of my life – for this is my vow to you 

Courtney, will you repeat after me now please
Mario, I accept you as the one God has chosen for me

Today I take you to be my husband and best friend

I join with you now to share all that life may bring us

I will be yours thru weakness and in strength

Thru sorrow and in joy.

Thru failure and thru triumph

For this is my vow to you

VOWS:

Mario, do you take Courtney to be your lawfully wedded wife to live together in marriage.  Do you promise to love her, and to comfort her 

Honor and keep her, 

for better or for worse 

For richer or poorer in sickness and in health 

And forsake all others?  

Will you be faithful only unto her so long as you both shall live?

  I DO

Coutney, do you take Mario to be your lawfully wedded husband, 

To live together in marriage, 

Do you promise to love him 

Comfort him, honor him and keep him for better or for worse.

For richer or for poorer, 

In sickness and in health

And forsake all others.

Will you be faithful only unto him so long as you both shall live?

   I DO

May we have the rings please:
Traditionally the exchanging of the rings is the reminder of the commitments we make and the promises to keep.  The wedding ring is a symbol of the unbroken circle of love that exists between a man and a woman, love is freely given and it’s freely received, it has no beginning and it has no end.  

Once these rings are given, they seal the covenant that each of you have just made this day before God and these witnesses.   May these rings always be a loving reminder of the ties that forever bind your hearts together as one 

Lord Bless these rings that Mario, and Courtney are about to receive. Fill them with your love and your tenderness Father.  Keep them safe in the circle of they protection and love always.  May they always abide in thy peace.  May they live together in unity love and harmony in accordance to thy will   This we pray Amen.

Mario, repeat after me:
Courtney, as I place this ring on your finger

May it serve as a token of my love and devotion to you

Courtney repeat after me:

Mario as I place this ring on your finger

May it serve as a token of my love and devotion to you

ROSE CEREMONY

At this time will you both take your places before the table as I explain the Rose ceremony to our guests

The Rose Ceremony is simple yet profoundly moving.  The bride and groom exchange two red roses, symbolizing the giving and receiving of their love for each other throughout their entire married life.  The rose Ceremony also conveys how to use the rose and it’s symbolism in difficult times in order to forgive each other.  

“Your gift” to each other for your wedding day has been your wedding rings 

which shall always be an outward demonstration of your vows of love and respect; and a public showing of your commitment to each other.

Soon you will have what remains the most honorable title that exists between a man and a woman – the title of husband and wife.  For your first gift as husband and wife, that gift will be a single rose.
In the past the rose was considered a symbol of love and a single rose always meant only one thing – it meant the words I LOVE YOU.  So it is only appropriate that your first gift to one another be that of a single rose.   At this time, will you both present your gifts to one another.  In some ways, it seems like you have not done anything at all.  Just a moment ago you were holding one small rose – and now you are holding yet one more rose in your hands.

In some ways a marriage ceremony is like this as well.  In some ways, tomorrow is going to seem no different than yesterday.  But in fact today, just now, you both have given and received one of the most valuable and precious gifts of life  - one I hope you always will remember -  the gift of true and abiding love with in the devotion of marriage.

Mario, and Courtney I would ask that where ever you make your home in the future whether it be a large and elegant home, or a small and graceful one that you both pick one very special place for your roses;  so that on each anniversary of this truly wonderful occasion you both may take a single rose to that spot both as a recommitment to your marriage and a recommitment that this will be a marriage based upon love.  And place those roses in it’s container.  
In every marriage there are times where it’s difficult to find the right words to say

Words that say,  I’m sorry or words that say I love you.  It’s easier to hurt those we love the most.  It’s easiest to be hurt by the by those we love also. 

So It might be difficult some times to find the words that say I’m sorry or I forgive you and to let the other person know how you feel, be it that  I need you or I’m hurting. 

 If this should happen, if you simply can not find the words, then leave a single rose and a short note telling your partner how much you love them.  Place it at that special spot in your home which both of you have chosen.  Let that rose speak the words of your heart for they will mean more than words could ever express.  For that single rose will say what matters most of all – it will speak the words of love to your mate. The other should accept this rose for the words which can not be found, and remember the true love and hope that you both have shared this day.  
Marrio and Courtney, if there is anything you remember and take away with you from this marriage ceremony let it be that it was love that brought you here today, and it’s only love which can make it a glorious union, and it’s thru love your marriage shall endure a life time of struggles.

Marrio and Courtney, in the presence of God, and your friends and family you have both pledged your love and devotion to one another here today.

You’ve exchanged your rings, as a symbol of your love to each other

You’ve shared the rose ceremony with us to demonstrate your commitment to this union and it’s meaning through true love.

In a few moments your lives will be officially one, one in spirit and one in heart

So take a moment now and look deeply into each other’s  eyes and savor this moment.  Look around you at your family and friends, and at this special place you’ve chosen for your wedding.  Enjoy this moment together now as you see just how far you’ve come to get to this place in your lives.  For today you’re journey has taken on a new direction that of husband and wife.  

Take a deep breath and savor the sweet taste of the day, and God’s love for you both on this your wedding day as I say these wonderful words that you’ve both dreamed to hear for so long.
Mario and Courtney, 

By the powers granted me through the church and by the state of Michigan..

I now pronounce you both Husband and Wife.

Sir you may now kiss your bride for the very first time as husband and wife.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I give to you for very first time

Mr and Mrs  Courtney and Mario Hartleb

