Scripture readings 


1 Corinthians 13:4-10

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. it always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Isaiah 61:10-62,3

I am overwhelmed with joy in the Lord my God! For he has dressed me with the clothing of salvation and draped me in a robe of righteousness. I am like a bridegroom in his wedding suit or a bride with her jewels. The Sovereign Lord will show his justice to the nations of the world. Everyone will praise him! His righteousness will be like a garden in early spring, filled with young plants springing up everywhere.

The Lord will hold you in his hands for all to see—a splendid crown in the hands of God.

John 15:9-17

I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey me, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father and remain in his love. I have told you this so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! I command you to love each other in the same way that I love you. And here is how to measure it—the greatest love is shown when people lay down their lives for their friends. You are my friends if you obey me. I no longer call you servants, because a master doesn’t confide in his servants. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. I command you to love each other.

Mark 10:6-9

But God’s plan was seen from the beginning of creation, for ‘He made them male and female.’ ‘This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one.’ Since they are no longer two but one, let no one separate them, for God has joined them together."

1 John 4:7-12

Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is born of God and knows God. But anyone who does not love does not know God—for God is love.

God showed how much he loved us by sending his only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. This is real love. It is not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.

Dear friends, since God loved us that much, we surely ought to love each other. No one has ever seen God. But if we love each other, God lives in us, and his love has been brought to full expression through us.



Proverbs 3:1-6

My child, never forget the things I have taught you. Store my commands in your heart, for they will give you a long and satisfying life. Never let loyalty and kindness get away from you! Wear them like a necklace; write them deep within your heart. Then you will find favor with both God and people, and you will gain a good reputation.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will direct your paths.


Psalms 100

Shout with joy to the Lord, O earth!
Worship the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing with joy.
Acknowledge that the Lord is God!
He made us, and we are his.
We are his people, the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and bless his name.
For the Lord is good.
His unfailing love continues forever,
and his faithfulness continues to each generation.

Song of Solomon 8:6-7 

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is 
as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like 
blazing fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench love; rivers 
cannot wash it away. If one were to give all the wealth of his house for 
love, it would be utterly scorned. 


Other popular scripture readings include:
Ephesians 3:14-19, Paul wrote in his letter while in prisoned

14.  For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

 15.  Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

 16.  That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man;

 17.  That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,

 18.  May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;

19. And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

 I St. John 4:7-13, 

KJV: 

7.  Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

 8.  He that loveth not - knoweth not God; for God is love.

 9.  In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

 10.  Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

 11.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

 12.  No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

 13.  Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.

14. And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

Ruth 1:16,  Joining and loving your new family as your own:
1.  Long ago when judges ruled in Israel, a man named Elimelech, from Bethlehem, left the country because of a famine and moved to the land of Moab. With him were his wife, Naomi, and his two sons, Mahlon and Chilion. 

 3.  During the time of their residence there, Elimelech died and Naomi was left with her two sons.

 4.  These young men, Mahlon and Chilion, married girls of Moab, Orpah and Ruth. But later, both men died, so that Naomi was left alone, without her husband or sons. 

 6.  She decided to return to Israel with her daughters-in-law, for she had heard that the Lord had blessed his people by giving them good crops again.

 8.  But after they had begun their homeward journey, she changed her mind and said to her two daughters-in-law, ``Why don't you return to your parents' homes instead of coming with me? And may the Lord reward you for your faithfulness to your husbands and to me. 

 9.  And may he bless you with another happy marriage.'' Then she kissed them and they all broke down and cried.

 10.  ``No,'' they said. ``We want to go with you to your people.''

 11.  But Naomi replied, ``It is better for you to return to your own people. Do I have younger sons who could grow up to be your husbands? 

 12.  No, my daughters, return to your parents' homes, for I am too old to have a husband. And even if that were possible, and I became pregnant tonight, and bore sons, 

 13.  would you wait for them to grow up? No, of course not, my daughters; oh, how I grieve for you that the Lord has punished me in a way that injures you.''

 14.  And again they cried together, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law good-bye, and returned to her childhood home; but Ruth insisted on staying with Naomi.

 15.  ``See,'' Naomi said to her, ``your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; you should do the same.''

 16.  But Ruth replied, ``Don't make me leave you, for I want to go wherever you go, and to live wherever you live; your people shall be my people, and your God shall be my God; 

 17.  I want to die where you die, and be buried there. May the Lord do terrible things to me if I allow anything but death to separate us.''

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, The author: Solomon of Jerusalem, King David's son, ``The Preacher.''

This was a man, who tried to find satisfaction through self will. 1:16.  I said to myself, ``Look, I am better educated than any of the kings before me in Jerusalem. I have greater wisdom and knowledge.'' So I worked hard to be wise instead of foolish --but now I realize that even this was like chasing the wind. For the more my wisdom, the more my grief; to increase knowledge only increases distress.  2: 1.  I said to myself, ``Come now, be merry; enjoy yourself to the full.'' But I found that this, too, was futile. 3.  So, after a lot of thinking, I decided to try the road of drink, while still holding steadily to my course of seeking wisdom.Next I changed my course again and followed the path of folly, so that I could experience the only happiness most men have throughout their lives.

Then I tried to find fulfillment by inaugurating a great public works program: homes, vineyards, gardens, parks and orchards for myself, and reservoirs to hold the water to irrigate my plantations. 7.  Next I bought slaves  I also bred great herds and flocks, more than any of the kings before me. I collected silver and gold as taxes from many kings and provinces.In the cultural arts, I organized men's and women's choirs and orchestras.And then there were my many beautiful concubines. 9.  So I became greater than any of the kings in Jerusalem before me, and with it all I remained clear-eyed, so that I could evaluate all these things.  10.  Anything I wanted, I took, and did not restrain myself from any joy. I even found great pleasure in hard work. This pleasure was, indeed, my only reward for all my labors. 11.  But as I looked at everything I had tried, it was all so useless, a chasing of the wind, and there was nothing really worthwhile anywhere.

I began a study of the comparative virtues of wisdom and folly, and anyone else would come to the same conclusion I did- that wisdom is of more value than foolishness, just as light is better than darkness; for the wise man sees, while the fool is blind. And yet I noticed that there was one thing that happened to wise and foolish alike--  just as the fool will die, so will I. So of what value is all my wisdom? Then I realized that even wisdom is futile. For the wise and fool both die, and in the days to come both will be long forgotten. 

 17.  So now I hate life because it is all so irrational; all is foolishness, chasing the wind.

 18.  And I am disgusted about this, that I must leave the fruits of all my hard work to others. 

 19.  And who can tell whether my son will be a wise man or a fool? And yet all I have will be given to him--how discouraging!  20.  So I turned in despair from hard work as the answer to my search for satisfaction. For though I spend my life searching for wisdom, knowledge, and skill, I must leave all of it to someone who hasn't done a day's work in his life; he inherits all my efforts, free of charge. This is not only foolish, but unfair. So what does a man get for all his hard work? Days full of sorrow and grief, and restless, bitter nights. It is all utterly ridiculous.  So I decided that there was nothing better for a man to do than to enjoy his food and drink, and his job. Then I realized that even this pleasure is from the hand of God. For who can eat or enjoy apart from him? For God gives those who please him wisdom, knowledge, and joy; but if a sinner becomes wealthy, God takes the wealth away from him and gives it to those who please him. So here, too, we see an example of foolishly chasing the wind.

3:1 There is a right time for everything: 

 2.  A time to be born; A time to die; A time to plant; A time to harvest; 

 3.  A time to kill; A time to heal; A time to destroy; A time to rebuild; 

 4.  A time to cry; A time to laugh; A time to grieve; A time to dance; 

 5.  A time for scattering stones; A time for gathering stones; A time to hug; A time not to hug; 

 6.  A time to find; A time to lose; A time for keeping; A time for throwing away; 

 7.  A time to tear; A time to repair; A time to be quiet; A time to speak up; 

 8.  A time for loving; A time for hating; A time for war; A time for peace. 

 9.  What does one really get from hard work?

 10.  I have thought about this in connection with all the various kinds of work God has given to mankind. 

 11.  Everything is appropriate in its own time. But though God has planted eternity in the hearts of men, even so, many cannot see the whole scope of God's work from beginning to end. 

12. So I conclude that, first, there is nothing better for a man than to be happy and to enjoy himself as long as he can; 13.  and second, that he should eat and drink and enjoy the fruits of his labors, for these are gifts from God.

4:9-14:   9.  Two can accomplish more than twice as much as one, for the results can be much better. 

 10.  If one falls, the other pulls him up; but if a man falls when he is alone, he's in trouble.

 11.  Also, on a cold night, two under the same blanket gain warmth from each other, but how can one be warm alone?  12.  And one standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer; three is even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken. 13.  It is better to be a poor but wise youth than to be an old and foolish king who refuses all advice.  14.  Such a lad could come from prison and succeed. He might even become king, though born in poverty.

 Genesis 2:18-24 

18.  And the Lord God said, ``It isn't good for man to be alone; I will make a companion for him, a helper suited to his needs.'' 

 19.  So the Lord God formed from the soil every kind of animal and bird, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever he called them, that was their name. But still there was no proper helper for the man. 

 21.  Then the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep, and took one of his ribs and closed up the place from which he had removed it, 

 22.  and made the rib into a woman, and brought her to the man.

 23.  ``This is it!'' Adam exclaimed. ``She is part of my own bone and flesh! Her name is `woman' because she was taken out of a man.'' 

24. This explains why a man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife in such a way that the two become one person.

 The Seven Blessings from "The New Jewish Wedding" by Anita Diamant. 
The Seven Blessings
From "The New Jewish Wedding"
By Anita Diamant
We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, expressing our appreciation for this wine, symbol and aid of our rejoicing.
We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, realizing that each separate moment and every distinct object points to and shares in this oneness.
We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, recognizing and appreciating the blessing of being human.
We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, realizing the special gift of awareness that permits us to perceive this unity and the wonder we experience as a man and a woman joined to live together.
May rejoicing resound throughout the world as the homeless are given homes, persecution and oppression cease, and all people learn to live in peace with each other and in harmony with their environment.
From the Divine, source of all energy, we call forth an abundance of love to envelop this couple. May they be for each other lovers and friends, and may their love partake of the same innocence, purity, and sense of discovery that we imagine the first couple to have experienced.
We acknowledge the Unity of all within the sovereignty of God, and we highlight today joy and gladness, bridegroom and bride, delight and cheer, love and harmony, peace and companionship. May we all witness the day when the dominant sounds through the world will be these sounds of happiness, the voices of lovers, the sounds of feasting and singing.
Praised is love; blessed be this marriage. May the bride and bridegroom rejoice together.
