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& 
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Officiated by:   Rev. Robert L. Hansen

 White Lake Weddings

248 698-2516

Opening: Guests have been seated
Greetings everyone and welcome, my name is Pastor Hansen. At this time, we ask that you please turn off your cell phones for the ceremony. Thank you. 

===================================
Welcome Message: 

Family and friends, we wish to welcome you today to witness the marriage between Deborah and Aniceto.

Marriage is a promise, made in the hearts of two people who love each other, which takes a lifetime to fulfill. Within the circle of its love, marriage encompasses all of life’s most important relationships.  A wife and a husband are each other’s lover, teacher, listener, critic, and most of all; they are each other’s best friend. . It’s obvious that you already know some of the blessings that marriage has to offer just from the smiles on your faces.
Marriage is a gift from God. It’s an opportunity to feel the joy of taking care of someone who takes care of you, to be challenged towards growth yet gently nurtured, to love deeply and to receive it in return. It’s about trust, friendship and having a partner to share all that life has to offer.
It’s a commitment to participate in a process of mutual understanding and forgiveness. It’s indeed a sacred union to be treated with reverence and respect.

As you stand here today; I remind you of the serious nature of the relationship that you are about to enter into. 
Marriage is the voluntary and full commitment of two consenting adults to love each other for a lifetime. 

If a marriage is to be successful, you must each be loyal to the other, stand firm in your defense of one another, and be supportive to one another’s goals and dreams. It is a solemn, binding commitment of your hearts.  It takes special people who can learn to celebrate their differences-special people like the two of you. 
That being said, are you now ready to accept this challenge together? (Bride/Groom say, “Yes we are”).

Who now stands with this woman to symbolize their love and support in this marriage? 
(Bride’s Parents say, “We do”)

And who stands with this man to symbolize their support and love to this marriage?
 (Groom’s Parents say, “We do”)
Friends and Family, do you also stand in accord with this couple today?  If so please say  (Friends say) “We Do”
Moment of Silence:

We now ask for a moment of silence to think of and remember those in our hearts who cannot or could not be with us today.   .

Father we ask that you bless this couple and this union today. Guide them in all that they do as a couple. Strengthen them in times of weakness and encourage them in times of fear. Be a light unto their feet Lord, as they walk your path of love from this day forth.

This we pray in your name. Amen. 

As you both face one another listen to these words.

As you stand here, holding hands, know the gift that you are to one another. 
Blessing of the hands: 

These are the hands of your best friend, young and strong and full of love for you, that are holding yours on your wedding day as you promise to love each other today, tomorrow and forever.

These are the hands that will work along side yours, as together you build your future, as you laugh and cry, 
as you share your innermost secrets and dreams.

These are the hands that will passionately love you and cherish you through the years, for a lifetime of happiness. and with the slightest touch comfort you like no others can.

These are the hands that will countless times wipe the tears from your eyes, tears of sorrow and tears of joy.  These are the hands that will comfort you in illness, and hold you when you are afraid, and full of grief and sorrow.

These are the hands that will help you to hold your family as one. These are the hands that will give you strength when you need it the most.  
And lastly, these are the hands that even when wrinkled and aged with time, will still be reaching for yours, still giving you the same unspoken tenderness with just a touch.

Father, bless the hands that you see before you this day. May they always be held by one another. 
Give them the strength to hold on during the storms of stress and the darkness of fear.  Keep them tender and gentle as they nurture each other in their love. 
Help these hands to continue building a relationship founded in your grace, rich in caring, and devoted to reaching for your perfection. 
May they see their four hands as healer, protector, shelter, and guide. We ask this in your name. Amen.

Weddings are a great time to share with one another. It’s a time of joy and for some sweet sorrow. Soon you both will be husband and wife. 

The bible tells us that if a man can find a truly good wife, she is worth more than any precious gem on earth. 
In Ephesians, it tells us, And you husbands show the same kind of love to your wives as Christ showed to the church when He died for her on the cross.  That is how husbands should be toward their wives, loving just as God loves us.   
For since a man and his wife are one, a man is really doing himself a favor and loving himself when he loves his wife!  No one hates his own body but lovingly cares for it just as Christ cares for His body the church, of which we are all a part of.  Husbands live with your wives in an understanding way giving them respect and treating them with honor since they are heirs together with you in the grace of life. 

Wives, the same holds true for you as well Just as you are worth more than any gem, so too is your husband.
For when a woman finds a man who is truly sent by God, she can sense in her heart the true love that can be shared together as both husband and wife.

Her husband knows, he can trust her, and she will richly satisfy his emotional need. She will not hinder him, but help him all the days of her life. She is a woman of strength and dignity, and has no fear when it comes to matters of the heart. When she speaks her words are wise and kindness is the rule of everything she says, and does. She’s full of grace and infinite counsel when it comes to matters of the home.  She is like the watchman who stands guard over her house. She watches carefully over all that goes on in her home and never sleeps.  Her children stand and bless her by calling her mom.  

But she receives the highest of all praise from her husband when he tells her there are many women in this world, but you are the best by far!  I’m glad God blessed me to be able to call you my wife.  Charm can be deceptive and beauty never lasts but a woman who fears and reverences God shall be greatly praised.  
May you both continue to lift each other up in praise as you begin this new life together. May you both be each others helpmate and lover from this day forth.
Today, you both have proven what love means, and you are both ready to take the next step in your commitment to one another. Today a new chapter has been written into your lives. With each passing day, you’ll look back and remember the good times and the bad times and wonder just how you made it this far. 
Know in you heart that it was through God’s grace and love that brought you through the rough times, and blessed you in the good times, and strengthened you in bad times.  And through His grace your love will last a lifetime.

When ever you are in doubt, refer to 1 Corinthians chap. 13 verses 4-13 where it says, Love is patient, and kind It’s never jealous, or boastful it is not arrogant or rude.  Love does not insist on it’s own way it’s not irritable or resentful it does not rejoice at wrong but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things believes all things hopes all things and endures all things.  Love never fails If a marriage is to last, there must be faith hope and love but the greatest of these is love.
Let us pray: Heavenly Father, bless this beautiful couple who stands before you today. Bless this marriage and let them seek you in all their affairs Lord. Continue to lift them up, as they lift you up in praise honor and glory. This we pray in your name. Amen.

PROMISES: 
Aniceto, repeat after me:

Deborah, I’ve been blessed to know you, I thank God for bringing you into my life.  I choose you this day as my wife my love and my best friend.  You have given me strength, when I was weak.  Hope when I was scared of the future

You have shown me more love than words could ever express.  I commit myself to you openly exclusively and eternally.  I promise you my unconditional love I give you my unwavering trust.  Today, I promise to love you, and provide for you all the days of my life. I will love you with all my heart and all my soul.  This is my solemn promise to you.
Deborah, repeat after me:

Anicieto, I accept you as the one God has chosen for me.  

Today, I take you to be my husband, my best friend, my forever love, I join with you now to share all that life may bring us.  I will be yours through weakness and strength through sorrow and joy through failure and triumph; I give my love to you and you alone with all my heart and soul.  This is my solemn promise to you.
VOWS:
Anicieto, do you now take Deborah to be your wedded wife to live together in marriage? Do you promise to love her, comfort her, honor and keep her for better or for worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health and forsake all others, will you be faithful only unto her so long as you both shall live?...( says, “I do”)

And Deborah, do you take Anicieto to be your wedded husband to live together in marriage? Do you promise to love him, comfort him, honor and keep him for better or for worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health and forsake all others, be faithful only unto him so long as you both shall live?...( says, “I do” )
RINGS: May I have the rings please:
Traditionally the exchanging of the rings is a reminder of our commitments we make and promise to keep. The wedding ring is a symbol of the unbroken circle of love that exists between you both, for love is freely given. It has no beginning, and it has no end. Once these are given and received, they seal the covenant that you have made this day with one another before God, and these witnesses. May these rings always be a loving reminder of the ties that bind your hearts together forever more as husband and wife. 

Lord, please bless these rings that Ron, and Jean are about to give to one another. Fill them with your holy presence. Keep them safe in the circle of your protection and love. May Jean and Ron always abide in thy peace. May they live together in unity, love and in harmony. This we pray, in your name. Amen.

Ancieto,  please take Tomoe’s left hand and repeat after me:  Deborah as I place this ring on your finger,
May it always serve as a reminder of my love and devotion to you.

Deborah, please take Dan’s left hand and repeat after me:

Anicieto, as I place this ring on your finger,

May it always serve as a reminder of my love and devotion to you.

Friends and family, do you also vow to offer your love and support to this couple and to honor their commitment to one another? If so, please answer. 
(Everyone says, “We do”)  Thank you

Sand Ceremony:  Anicieto and Deborah
You have just sealed your relationship by the giving and receiving of you promises and vows. You have also exchanged your rings. This covenant is a relationship pledge between two people who agree that they will commit themselves to one another throughout their lives.

The most beautiful example of this partnership is the marriage ceremony itself. You have each freely committed to share the rest of your lives with each other today. 
And to demonstrate the uniqueness of your love for one another, we celebrate your new relationship and the creation of a new family through the pouring of these 4 individual containers of sand on the table before you now. 

One container represents you, Deborah
 all that you were, all that you are, and all that you will ever be.

One represents you, Anicieto, 
and all that you were, all that you are, and all that you will ever be.

And the other two containers represent your daughters,
Jonet and Julia.  As these 4 containers of sand are poured into the larger container, the individual containers of sand will no longer exist, but will be joined together as one. Just as your lives have been joined today.  At this time, Please pour your containers now.
As you see, just as these grains of sand can never be separated and poured back into their individual containers, so too your marriage always be blended by your love that you all share as a newly created family. May this container always serve as a reminder of your special day together.

At this time, girls, your new father wishes to present you both with a special gift from the heart and share his feelings of love with you.
…… ( necklace is place on the girls)

Closing Prayer:

Gracious God, our hearts are filled with great happiness on this, the wedding day of Deborah and Aniceto. 
They come before you, pledging their lives and their hearts to one another.  Grant them Lord that they may be forever true and loving, living together in such a way as to never bring heartbreak into their marriage. 
Temper their hearts with kindness and help them to be sweethearts, helpmates, friends, and together may they meet the cares and problems of life more bravely.  May their home truly be a place of love and harmony where your Spirit is always felt, and ever present. 
Bless them Lord, we pray, and walk beside them, through all of their lives, this we pray in your name. 
Amen. 

Pronouncement:

Deborah, and Anicieto,  in the presence of God, your family and your friends, you have pledged your love and devotion to one another, and have exchanged your rings.  

At this time, it gives me great pleasure now to say the following words to you both… By the powers granted to me through the church, and the great state of Michigan,  
I now pronounce you both Husband and Wife. 
Sir, You may now kiss your bride with passion    
Ladies and Gentlemen: I give you Mr. and Mrs. Fulgencio
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