Opening Prayer

Heavenly Father, we ask your blessing this day for this couple who now stands before us on this their wedding day.  Bless them Father, and this union.  Father Make their home a home of laughter, and joy as they now join together to create this new family together.  Bless this child Lord, and send your angels to continually watch over him.  

- In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost we pray – Amen.

Priest:
Anna and Christopher you have come here today to pledge your love before God and before the Church here present today in the person of the priest, your families and friends.  In becoming husband and wife you give yourselves to each other for life. You promise to be true and faithful, to support and cherish each other until death, so that your years together will be the living out in love of the pledge you now make. May your love for each other reflect the enduring love of Christ.  As you face the future together, keep in mind that the sacrament of marriage unites you with Christ, and brings you, through the years, the grace and blessing of God our Father. 
Marriage is from God: he alone can give you the happiness which goes beyond human expectation, and which grows deeper through the difficulties and struggles of life.  Put your trust in God as you set out together in life. Make your home a centre of Christian family life. In this you will bequeath to your children a heritage more lasting than temporal wealth.  The Christian home makes Christ and his Church present in the world of everyday things. May all who enter your home find there the presence of the Lord: for he has said: "Where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them."    


Now as you are about to exchange your marriage vows, to be assured that you appreciate the meaning of what you do, I ask you:
Have you come here of your own free will and choice to marry each other?     

Bride and Groom: We have.
Priest: Will you love and honor each other in marriage all the days of your life?
Bride and Groom: We will.
Priest: Are you willing to accept with love the children God may send you, and bring them up in accordance with the law of Christ and his Church? 
Bride and Groom: We are.

Today Christopher and Anna will not only be united in marriage, but Thomas will be entering together also to make this a brand new family together.  So this is a very special day for all the members of this wonderful family.
Declaration of Consent
Priest: Christopher, do you take Anna, as your wife,
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health,
all the days of your life.
Groom: I do, Today as we become man and wife, we also will become a true family.  We will begin a new life together as a family.  I promise to be faithful to you, and a loving step-father to Thomas, and I will be there for you and for our children always.  No matter what the circumstances life brings our way, with God’s love and help, we will face them together as a family.  I commit myself to you from this day forward and forevermore.

Priest:  Anna, do you take Christopher, as your husband,
for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health,
all the days of your life.
Bride: I do.

Priest: What God joins together man must not separate.
May the Lord confirm the consent that you have given,
and enrich you with his blessings.

Unity Candle

Will you both now assist Thomas in lighting your candles together as a family?    

Fire is believed by many to represent passion and purity. It is also associated with the security of home and family, as the warmth of the hearth and the “home fires.” 

We kindle this light in harmony with all that is good in life.  Its dancing flame symbolizes the beauty and vitality of the love that has brought this family here today, which will enrich and sustain their lives through the years ahead.  

(Thank you Thomas)
Christopher and Anna please take your single candles in hand, together light the single Unity candle, and please leave the separate candles burning for a moment after it is lit.

May it be known to all that you are individuals, each unique and different. You have chosen the common commitment of sharing your lives, and building a true family together.  

Will you now blow out your individual candles thus blowing out your individual past to become one in spirit and one in heart no longer a single flame, but combined to brighten the way for your family together.
Blessing and exchange of the rings
Priest: Almighty God, bless these rings of faithfulness and unbroken love. May Christopher and Anna always be true to each other, may they be one in heart and mind, may they be united in love forever, through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen

Groom: Anna, wear this ring as a sign of our love and fidelity.
In the name of the Father
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Bride: Christopher, wear this ring as a sign of our love and fidelity.
In the name of the Father
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer of the newly married couple
The couple are recommended to say together the following or some similar prayer:

We thank you, Lord, and we praise you
for bringing us to this happy day.
You have given us to each other.
Now, together, we give ourselves to you.

We ask you Lord:
make us one in our love: 
keep us one in your peace.

Protect our marriage. Bless our home.
Make us gentle. Keep us faithful.

And when life is over unite us again
where parting is no more in the kingdom of your love.

There we will praise you in the happiness and peace
of our eternal home. Amen.

Closing Prayer
We ask that the Holy Spirit of love may deepen the lives of Christopher and Anna. May the relationship, which today has been expressed, continue to grow in the years to come.  And whatever changes time may bring let this wedding ceremony remain as a treasured memory and a guide to life. May they always experience that breathless wonder that exclaims: “Out of this entire world, YOU have chosen ME.”  When life is done and the sun is setting, may they be found then as now, still hand in hand, still thanking thee for each other as they do on this day in Your name we pray.  Amen

Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields.
And until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand.

May God be with you and bless you;
May you see your children's children.
May you be poor in misfortune,
Rich in blessings,
May you know nothing but happiness
From this day forward.

May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back
May the warm rays of sun fall upon your home
And may the hand of a friend always be near.

May green be the grass you walk on,
May blue be the skies above you,
May pure be the joys that surround you,
May true be the hearts that love you. 

